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Exploring the Balance Between Narrative Textual
Repetition and Narrative Innovation Based on Science

Fiction Temporal Imagination

Student : ZHOU Zhiyi

Supervisor : LI Mingtao
ABSTRACT: This paper takes as its starting point the counterintuitive
phenomenon in “science fiction temporal creativity” whereby “repetition gains
recognition after many years.” Through close textual analysis and audience opinion
analysis of three groups of representative cases that have emerged in recent years, it
reveals the conditions under which “repetition” becomes effective and distills a
“genre innovation formula” for reference in creative practice and cultural industry
management:
Satisfaction of the master genre’s classic paradigm x Integration of “variants” —
Formation of a deeply interlocking system resulting from their interaction + Logical
coherence of the master genre’s storyline.
Furthermore, employing a communication and psychology framework comprising
Framing Theory, the Flow Model, and the Elaboration Likelihood Model (ELM),
this paper validates the formula’s effectiveness in terms of audience reception
mechanisms, achieving a progression of “attention — immersion — identification.”
The paper thus accomplishes an interdisciplinary triangulation of the “genre
innovation formula”: the multi-case empirical analysis and genre theory
substantiation in Chapter 3, together with the cross-validation from communication
and psychology in Chapter 4, collectively support the same conclusion from three
distinct perspectives—empirical induction, theoretical alignment within the field,
and interdisciplinary mechanisms.
Beyond the distillation of the formula, this paper draws on biological concepts to
provide a more concrete explanatory language for genre innovation. Inspired by the
notion of “anomalous hybrids” from The Power of Movies, it employs three
biological analogies—‘cross-species mimicry,” “yuzi huaibei (a reference to the
idea that environment alters characteristics),” and “gene assimilation and
grafting”—to offer a more tangible descriptive framework for the genre
relationships and textual repetition patterns in the cases studied, compared to

traditional genre research, as well as to open up associative possibilities for
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innovative pathways.

This research originates from observations of two contextual contradictions of our
time: the tension between “patternization and uniqueness” brought about by the
advent of generative Al, and the debate between “IP serialization and the value of
originality” in the industry. Both contradictions can be traced back to the central
tension between “repetition” and “innovation.” The “genre innovation formula”
proposed here is expected to offer a conceptual pathway for resolving this tension.
In terms of methodology, this paper explores a hybrid human-AlI collaborative
model in areas such as the aggregation of audience opinion data, serving as a
response to the question of “the possibility of human-AlI collaboration” raised at the

outset of the research.

KEYWORDS: Science Fiction Temporal Imagination, Genre Innovation Formula,
Effectiveness of Repetition, Close Textual Analysis, Audience Opinion Analysis,
Human-Machine Collaborative Method, Triangulation, Interdisciplinary

Conceptual Borrowing
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